
The Parables 
Simple Stories. Profound Truth. 

June 7, 2015 

Webster’s dictionary defines parable as “a usually short fictitious story 
that illustrates a moral attitude or a religious principle.” 

“Parables hide the truth so that we need to do more than simply ‘hear 
with our ears’ or ‘read with our eyes’ on a literal level; we have to invest 

ourselves in an imaginative search for meaning – a meaning that will 
surprise us when we discover it for ourselves.” 

 - Brian McLaren (from The Secret Message of Jesus) 

The Parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37) 
The question isn’t “who is my neighbor?” 

The question is “what must I do to be a neighbor?” 

1. Being a neighbor means I ________  ____________. 

• James 2:14-17 - Faith should be _________________ by 

___________. 

2. Being a neighbor means I _______  _________  

__________________. 

• Richard Foster: “ _________________  __________ picks 

and chooses whom to serve.  ________  __________  is  

indiscriminate in its ministry.” 

3. Being a neighbor means I ______ the _________  _______. 

• Matthew 5:43-48 

"Now which of these three would you say was a neighbor to the man who 
was attacked by bandits?" Jesus asked. 

The man replied, "The one who showed him mercy." 
Then Jesus said, "Yes, now go and do the same." 

Luke 10:36-37 (NLT) 
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