ONE ANOTHER
“Putting Others First”

I learn to put others first when...

1. | choose to other believers

Romans 15:5-7

Historically Christians have violated this injunction in two ways,
by others inappropriately and showing
or

2. | choose to other believers

Ephesians 4:2 (NIV) ““Be completely humble and gentle; be
patient, bearing with one another in love.”

How easy it is to more out of other Christians than
we out of ourselves.

Rich McKinley: “We are called to be humble because, before God,
that guy who bugs you is on the same plane you are. You both
needed Christ to die for you. Jesus doesn’t see you as a peer and
the other guy as a loser.”

3. | choose to be to other believers

Romans 12:19 (NIV) “Be devoted to one another in brotherly love.
Honor one another above yourselves.”

Two analogies of the functioning church: of Christ and
the of Christ

These “one another” instructions don’t just happen by
in our lives. We have to to

live them out.



Questions for Discussion

. Why is it important that the Church be different from all the
other entities of our world?

. On a scale of 1 to 10, 1 being difficult and 10 being easy,
where do you find yourself in terms of putting others first?

. Talk about someone in your life who is good at welcoming
others.

. How does prejudice, favoritism, or discrimination affect our
ability to accept others?

. What have you discovered to be successful ways to live out the
instruction to “bear with one another”?

. Dr. Gene Getz writes that bearing with one another means
“patiently enduring their idiosyncrasies and weaknesses.”
Idiosyncrasies are behaviors or ways of thinking peculiar to
an individual. What are some of your idiosyncrasies?
(Have fun with this one!)

. Interms of being devoted to one another, talk about a time
when you saw the Church come together to help a fellow
believer in need.

. If putting others first does not happen automatically in my life,
what are some deliberate steps | can take to accept, bear
with, and devote myself to other believers?
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